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April 17,2009

VIA FAX AND FEDERAL EXPRESS

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Clerk of the Board, Environmental Appeals Board
1341 G Street, N.W., Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20005

FAX (202) 233-0121

Re: . Los Alamos National Laboratory
NPDES Permit No. NM0030759
NPDES Appeal No. NPDES 09-05

Dear Sir or Madam:
Enclosed please find the original and four (4) copies of EPA Region 6’s Motion

for Extension of Time in Which to File Region 6’s Response to Petition for Review in the
above-referenced matter. If you have any questions, please call me at (214) 665-2130.

Thank you. :
Sincerely, )
s AL,
E. Renea Ryland

Enclosures

Recycled/Recyclable « Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (40% Postconsumer)
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BEFORE THE ENVIRONMENTAL APPEALS BOARD .
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

"~ Inre: Los Alamos National I:aboratory . -
' NPDES Appeal No. NPDES 09-05

NPDES Permit No. NM0030759

.
N Nl s Nt Nt Nt Nt

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME IN WHICH TO FILE REGION 6°’S
RESPONSE TO PETITION FOR REVIEW

‘The Un_ited States Environmental Protéction Agency, Region 6 (“the Region™)
respecﬂhlly requests an extension of time in which to file its response to the Petition for
Review of NPDES Permit No. NM0030759, filed on March 13, 2009, by the Westem
Eﬁﬁronmental Léw Center on behalf of Amigos Bravos, Concerned Citiiens for Nuclear
Safety, Embudo Valley Environmental Monitoring Group, Honor Our Pueblo Existence,
New Mexico Acequia Association, Partnership for Earth Spﬁtuﬂity, J. Gilbert Sanchez,
Kathy Sanchez, and Tewa Women United (“Petitiox_lers”). Dué to the complex nature of
both the permitted facility and the issues raised in the Petition for Review and the |
resulting need for extensive coordination between the Region and EPA Headquarters on
these issues; the Region respectﬁﬂly requesfs an additional six (6) weeks from April 30,

2009, or until June 11, 2009, to file a response. In support of this request, Reglon 6 states

' Ias follows
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1. The Region issued NPDES Permit No. NM0030759 (“the Permit”) for the _
Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) facility located at Los Alamos, New Mexico

on February 13, 2009. Los Alamos National Security, LLC and the U.S. Department of

.' ‘Enelrgy are Co—Perm'it‘te;és under the Permit, which is an individual permit for storm water
‘-.discharges associated with industrial activities from spcciﬁed Solid Waste Management
' Uﬁts (SWMUs) and Areas of Concern (AOCs) at the facility.
2. | The facility covers approximately 40 square miles and Iis situated bn the
Pajarito Plateau in Northern New Mexico, which consjsts of a series of ﬁnger—likc-mesas
| sepérated by deep weét-t_o-eést oriented canyons cut by predominantly ephe_m’erai and
intermittent streams. The majority of the approximately 400 SWMUs and AOCs covered
. by the permit are remotely lot;,ated and not associated with bﬁrrent induétrial éctivities.

3. On March 17, 2009, the Petitioners filed with the Boafd a timely Petition |
for Review of the PeMt and Request for Oral Argument. On April 13, 2009, Co-
Permittees United States Department of Energy and Los Alamos National Security, LLC
filed a Motion to Intervene and Reqﬁest for Leave to Respond to the Petition for Review.

4. The Petitioh for Review raises complex issues of national signiﬁcaﬁce for
EPA, including whether compliance schedules are permissible under the Clean Watér Act
and under what circunistances, and what is required to ensure compliance with water
quality standards. These issues ére further complicatéd by the.unique nature of the

.'LANL facility and its industrial disCharges.
5. Due to the complexity of the issues raised in the Petition, as well as the

unique circumstances underlying the Permit itself, EPA Region 6 will need to coordinate

extensivély with EPA Headquarters in preparing its response to the Petition for Review.
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The sheer volume of documents involved in issuance of the Permif, the physical distance
betﬁréen the Region and EPA Headquarters, and the high level of Headquarters review
necessary in this case will make coordination between the Region and Headquarters
particularly time—-consmning.

6. Counsel for Petitioners has indicafed that Petitioners do ﬁot oppose this
Motion.

For the fq;'egoi‘nﬁ'_g reasons, the Region respectfully requests an additional six .(6)
weeks from April 30, 2009, or until June 11, 2009 fo file its Response to the Petition for
“ Review. |

Respectfiilly submitted,

s L K

E. Renea Ryland

Assistant Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA, Region 6

1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200
Dallas, Tx 75202

(214) 665-2130 (tel)

(214) 665-2182 (fax)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on April 17, 2009, copies of the foregoing Motion for
Extension of Time in Which to File Region 6°s Response to Petition for Review in the
matter of Los Alamos National Laboratory, NPDES Permit No. NM0030759, were
served via Fax and First Class Mail, postage pre-paid, to the following persons:

| Megan M. Anderson

s ' Western Environmental Law Center
i P.0. Box 1507

Taos, New Mexico 87571

Fax No. (575) 751-1775

Matthew K. Bishop

Western Environmental Law Center
103 Reeder’s Alley

Helena, Montana 59601

Fax No. (406) 443-6305

James Banks, Partner
HOGAN & HARTSON LLP
Columbia Square

555 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
Fax No. (202) 637-5910

s’/zi/L/

E. Renea Ryland
Assistant Regional Colinsel
U.S. EPA, Region 6
1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200
Dallas, Tx 75202
(214) 665-2130 (tel)

- (214) 665-2182 (fax)




